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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 EB-08 COME-00 /038 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/ANP:TJWAJDA:RLW 
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EAA^LC:EBROWN 
EA/P:WMAGRUDER 

079909 071506Z/44 

P071421ZDEC 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 291642 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, MASS, US, VM 

SUBJECT:PRESS INQUIRY CONCERNING SONG BE 12 

1. DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN HAS BEEN ASKED IF SONG BE 12 
WAS PROPERTY OF USG OR PRIVATE AMERICAN FIRM AT THE TIME 
OF FALL OF VIETNAM, AND, IF SO, WHETHER ANY STEPS WERE 
BEING TAKEN TO RECOVER IT. ONLY INEORMATION AVAILABLE 
TO DEPARTMENT IS THAT GOA HAS DETERMINED THAT SONG BE 12 
BELONGS TO GSRV. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IE GOA HAS ANY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING POSSIBLE US CONNECTION WITH 
VESSEL. JUDGING FROM PHOTOS, DOES SONG BE APPEAR TO BE 
TYPICAL CENTRAL VIETNAMESE FISHING OR COASTAL CARGO 
VESSEL? COULD IT CONCEIVABLY HAVE SEEN NAVAL VESSEL 
GIVEN TO FORMER GOVERNMENT BY USG? CHRISTOPHER 
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